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GOVERNMENT ORDER. 

COMPOSITION OF METHYLATED SPIRITS. 

The Commissioners of Customs and Excise have issued a notice which states 
that, owing to the difficulty of obtaining supplies of wood naphtha, and as a temporary 
war measure, the composition of methylated spirits made on or after June 1 is to be 
as follows: 

I. Industrial Methylated Spirits. —(a) Ordinary: Wood naphtha, 2 per cent.; 
mineral naphtha, \ per cent .; spirits, 97^ per oent.; or (6) Special: Wood naphtha, 
3 per cent.; spirits, 97 per cent. 
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II. Mineralised Methylated Spirits .—Wood naphtha, 5 per cent.; irits, 95 per 
cent.; with mineral naphtha i per cent, and aniline dye (methyl violet) 0*025 ounce 
for each 100 gallons of spirits added to the mixture. 

On and after August 1 the wood naphtha must be of such a character that not 
more than 20 c.c. is required to decolourise a solution containing 0*5 grm. of bromine, 
and must conform to the other prescribed tests. The special industrial methylated 
spirits are intended to meet the requirements of authorised users who satisfy the 
local Surveyor of Customs and Excise that the presence of mineral naphtha in the 
spirits would be detrimental to their products, and must only be supplied to customers 
whose official methylated-spirit requisition is marked by the proper officer with the 
word “ special.” A distinct account of the special industrial methylated spirits must 
be kept in the stock-book in the prescribed form; the stock must be kept and 
balanced separately, and every permit accompanying the spirits and the counterpart 
thereof must be clearly marked “ special.” 
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